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TakingITGlobal is an online community of over 40,000 youth from all across the world.  It is a place where youth who are dedicated to making a difference can share ideas and skills by uploading art, poetry, and other media.  The following assignments will allow you to get to know the different parts of our website.  We hope that you will finish these assignments with a fresh outlook on life.

1. Reflections on Artwork Submissions

Go to the Global Gallery Contest Page Archive (http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/gallery/contests.html)

a) Review the art submissions within the past contest collections (ie: Education and Learning, Travel & Migration, Hidden Realities, The Value of Water, Interpretations of Wellness and Illness, Defining the Struggle for Peace, Life As I Know It, etc.) 

b) Select your favourite 3 collections/contests.  Within each of the contests, select your favourite art submission.

c) Login and post a comment on each of the 3 selected submissions.

d) When constructing your comment (which should be about 1 paragraph in length), consider the following: Why was this one of your favourite submissions?  What did it make you think of?  What did you learn from looking at this submission?  How does the artwork make you feel?  Does it remind you of anything?  Does it inspire you to want to do something?  

2. Reflections on Articles

Go to Panorama! 

(http://www.takingitglobal.org/panorama/) 

a) Browse through various articles in different topic areas (ie: Arts, Cultural Diversity, Education, Employment, Globalization, Health and Wellness, Human Rights, Media, Poverty, Spirituality, Science, Sports, Travel etc.) 

b) Identify 3 different topics that relate to your interests.  Within each of these topics, select an article you would like to read and comment on.

c) Login and post a comment on each of the 3 selected articles.

d) When writing your comment (which should be approximately 1 paragraph in length), consider the following questions: do you agree or disagree with the points made in the article?  What is your view on the perspectives shared by the author?  What is your overall feedback?  How does the author’s identity shape the opinion of the article?

3. Create Your Own Updates Page

Go to (http://updates.takingitglobal.org) 

a) Create your own updates page and customize the settings & colours.

b) Post an update about what you have learned so far from exploring TakingITGlobal.  The update doesn’t have to be filled with facts, it could be things that you learned about yourself, or feelings that came up when you read and looked at different things on the site.  

BONUS MARKS

Learn Basic HTML and apply it your updates page!

Go to (www.google.ca)
a) Look up “basic” + “html” on Google.ca and hit “Enter” on your keyboard.

b) Look through the different links and find one that fits your need.

c) Experiment with changing different elements of your Updates page and share your findings with your classmates!  

TakingITGlobal’s 2010 Vision
• To realize the potential of at least 5 million young people as leaders for the benefit of their local and global communities.

• To bridge the 'continuity gap' - enhancing the effectiveness of youth action by connecting all major youth activities, events, programs and initiatives in a global network.

• To mainstream recognition that young people are key stakeholders in all national and international policy making.

• To produce the world’s most comprehensive and powerful knowledge resource - pushing the boundaries of online community and technology as a tool for social empowerment.

• To instigate significant evolution in the present concepts of school-education by increasing global connection, meaningful use of ICT’s (information and communication technologies) and inspiring student engagement.

• To demonstrate innovation, excellence, creativity and professionalism in the management of a new style of international organization that is entrepreneurial, technology-enhanced, and youth-driven.

TakingITGlobal’s Online Community Provides:

·  a pathway to support local action

·  a platform for the voices of young people to be heard

·  a framework for understanding global challenges / issues

·  a connection to resources and opportunities

·  a network of interesting, dynamic and diverse young people

·  a virtual space to showcase cross-cultural expressions and perspectives
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